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FYTOCELL MEDIA TRIALS
FLAVORITE- WARRAGUL 2007/08 - 1000 BAGS

Intr ion

For the 2007/08 growing season, the trialling of Fytocell grow bags was scaled
up with 1000 bags placed alongside the standard media of Grodan slabs, using
the standard variety, Tresco. Also in test were a number of new varieties also
growing on the Grodan slabs.

Observations

The temperature in the media was 1° Celsius higher in Fytocell.

The tomato roots are more evenly spread through the media on Fytocell,
whereas Grodan is more around the outside of the slab, showing improved media
volume utilization.

The yield increase of 6% on the Grodan growing regime was significant and
came from an increase in average fruit size.

The yield was always in front, but really accelerated away in the last 4 weeks of
the crop.
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Observations to 28/8/2008
This has been the first opportunity for Flavorite to manage Fytocell as the primary
media without compromising for the Grodan slabs.
The results thus far have been interesting:
* It takes longer to reach 15% drainage in the morning, indicating more air
space for fine root development.
* The Fytocell grow bags empty out more overnight.
* Ec and pH movement is more rapid.
= Average fruit size is larger.
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